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The role of the Egyptian Government 
in establishing the rights of persons 

with disabilities, with special respect 

for library services

From constitutional recognition to campus-wide Disability Service Centers, 

Egypt has embarked on a transformative journey toward full inclusion of 

persons with disabilities in higher education — reshaping what is possible for 

thousands of students.

Prof. Mohamed EL-Adl

Professor of Biochemistry

Former Vice Manager of Mansoura University Center for Persons with Disabilities

Faculty Coordinator for students with disabilities
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Governmental role toward person with 
disabilities

Constitution 2014
Article 81

• “The State shall be committed to guaranteeing the health, economic, social, 
cultural, recreational, sports and educational rights of persons with 
disabilities and dwarfs, to providing employment opportunities for them, with 
allocating a percentage thereof to them, and to adapting public facilities and 
their surrounding environment.”

• “The State shall also be committed to ensuring their exercise of all political 
rights, and integrating them with other citizens, in application of the principles 
of equality, justice and equal opportunities”
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Governmental role toward person with 
disabilities

Turning point
Law 10, 2018

"The comprehensive Egyptian 
legislation for the rights of persons 

with disabilities, aiming to guarantee 
their health, educational, career, and 

social rights, and to integrate them into 
society."
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Governmental role toward person with 
disabilities

Law 66, 2019
Establishment of the National Council 
for Persons with Disabilities, which has 

a dependency in financial, technical, 
and administrative aspects
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Integration of 
students with minor 

disabilities within 
classrooms with a 

10% limit

Education
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The resources room 
network:

993 rooms in 
different localities

Education
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Higher levels of disabilities

Specialized schools are 
prepared for them

Such as Hope (Deaf) and 
Light (Blind) schools

Education
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Education

Academic Year Total dedicated 
Specialized Schools Total Enrolled Students

2018 / 2019 1,090 41,200

2020 / 2021 1,116 43,719

2022 / 2023 1,200 46,400

2023 / 2024 1,180 47,000

2024 / 2025 1,200 49,100

2nd International Week for Academic Libraries,
HMU, 21st-25th of September 2026



Governmental role toward person with 
disabilities

Campaign Name 
“Differently-abled”

Under the patronage of the
Egyptian president

The Ministry of Social Solidarity and the 
Ministry of Youth and Sports, in 

collaboration with the Sports Federation 
for Intellectual Disabilities.
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Financial support

Karama Pension: Conditional cash 
transfer program in Egypt.

It provides financial support to persons 
with disabilities (with a disability rate of 

50% or more), elderly citizens over 65, and 
orphans.

Tax exemption
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Custom free services

Custom-free cars

Prosthetic Devices

Transportation 
Discounts
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Integrated service card
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University services
The opening of person with disabilities center in Mansoura 

University on 15th December, 2020

The American-Egyptian Higher Education Initiative to establish centers 
for people with disabilities within public universities
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The Pilot Success: 5 Model Centers
Five flagship disability support centers were established at Egypt's most prominent public universities, each serving as a replicable model for the 
nation.

Cairo University

Central hub for advocacy, assistive 
technology, and academic support.

Ain Shams University

Integrated students into previously 
closed practical fields.

Alexandria University

Accessible learning environment 
redesigned for full participation.

Mansoura University

Faculty training and inclusive 
pedagogy programs launched.

Assiut University

Regional model extending inclusion 
beyond Cairo and Alexandria.
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Services provided by the center

Psychologic
al support 
and family 
counseling 

services

Community 
services

Research 
services

Educationa
l services
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"A computer lab equipped with screen readers for the blind"
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Deaf tools for persons with disabilities

Williams sound pFM 
listening system

Williams sound loop 
system Communication board

Tascam Recorder
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Number of 
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admitted to 
Mansoura 

University 

with different 

disabilities 
(2021-2022) 

(103)
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Number of 

students 

admitted to 

Mansoura 

University with 

different 

disabilities (2022-

2023)

(125)
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Number of 

students admitted 
to Mansoura 

University with 
different disabilities 

(2023-2024)

(275)
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Number of students 

admitted to 
Mansoura University 

with different 
disabilities (2024-

2025)

(292)
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Who Are We Designing For?

Visual Impairment Hearing Impairment Physical or Mobility 
Limitations

Cognitive or Learning 
Differences

Temporary Disabilities and 
and Age-Related Limitations
Limitations

Disability is diverse, and accessibility cannot be a one-size-fits-all solution.
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LIBRARY SERVICES FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

Suitable design

Law for person with disabilities

Accessible websites
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MODEL OF DISABILITIES

Medical issues Social issues
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DESIGN OF THE LIBRARY

Equitable use

Flexibility in use

Simplicity

Perceptual information

Hazard control

Physical effort

Size and space
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The Human Factor — Staff as 

Accessibility Partners

Library staff need awareness, communication skills, confidence and 

knowledge of assistive technologies.

"Ask, don't assume."

"Nothing about us without us."

Users with disabilities should be involved in designing and 

evaluating library services.
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MANSOURA UNIVERSITY CENTRAL LIBRARY

Equal access 
to 

knowledge 
and 

education

Assistive 
technology 
and digital 

accessibility

Digital 
library and 
research 
services

Integration 
with 

disability 
center
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