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Access to knowledge is the engine behind every goal o H ° ?5

Every SDG runs on access,

Information access makes the UN 2030 Agenda explicit. Cuality Education Gender Equality

Libraries are the infrastructure. ° h ° I@I

They deliver knowledge, literacy, heritage, and evidence for decisions

Partnerships for the Goals
Africa's gap-closer.

Where researchers and connectivity are scarce, libraries close the gap

#5DGACtion57288 2025-27 200,000+

Collaborative Library Inmovatons for Advanong |deaton, Learnang, Research and o ateon BEoosystam m Uganda

proof that CUULs UN-registerad S0G moded wworks
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Inclusive Knowledge Societies

Libraries, Access to Information, and Participation

Universal Acceg

Freedom of
Expression
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Access to Information: The SDGs Foundation

SDG16.10 — ACCESS TOINFORMATION

Libraries — are the oldest institutions purpose-built to facilitate access to
information!

GLOBAL EVIDENCE BEASE

Climate
Action

Gender
Equality Wio Inmovation

31Decz2027
o] O (@]
Expand the CULUL Launch a national digital Subscribe to premium Open 10 pilot public-access
International Annual repository for CUUL member resources, train librarians in libraries in underserved
Conference for global SDG research output digital curation communities

knowledge-sharing

#5DGAction57T288 — DELIVERABLES ON THE GROUND

Sources. Uniled Nations (2095); IFLA (2024); UN DESA SDG Partnership Flalform, 8S0DGActon5 7288 (20258)
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H;&ccess to Information as SDG Infrastructure

ﬂpen, inclusive access to information is a global
public good and a direct driver of SDG target 16.10
— the foundation on which inclusive knowledge
societies pursue sustainable development.

UNESCO {2025)

UN-KNOWLEDGE FOR PEACE @

Inclusive knowledge societies draw on the sum of
human ingenuity, technical innovation and the
power of information — advancing both peace and
sustainable development worldwide.

United Nations {2025)
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Global Recognition of Libraries in SDG Reporting

IFLA's analysis of Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) to the UN High-Level Political Forum

SHARE OF VNRs
REFERENCING LIBRARIES MOST-CITED 5DGs IN LIERARY REFERENCES

0 53%
5 3 /0 43% n Quality Education

n Industry, Innovation & Infrastructure

of 36 published WNRES i
referenced libraries’ SDG contribution

Sustainable Cities & Communities

Frlor A "
high 2023 m Reduced Inequalities

& +10 pts vs, previous high

H Peace, Justice & Strong Institutions

¥ g Paar o g el - T Tl T e 4 F e
Fedl y FEETEY 25 LG Sl LIE afed across ail Duw ane Or iivg 75 allas

A regional recognition gap: Sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America & the Caribbean recorded a lower share of VMRS referencing
libraries than Europe and Asia-Oceania — a gap this paper's Uganda case study helps to contextualise.
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Open Access, Open Science & Research Visibility

How access-to-knowledge intermediaries operationalise the SDG information agenda

EIFL NATIONAL CONSORTIUM
PARTNERS - since 2011

CUUL lUganda
COTUL Tanzania

UNESCO's Open Access framing: unrestricted access to research literature improves the transparency and
accountability of publicly funded research, and strengthens the diffusion of knowledge across society.

+75% +20%

Increase in scientific output In low rise in participation in international
and middie-income countries linked clinical trials among the same
to Researchdlife access countries
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Advancing Inclusive Knowledg
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e Societies: The CUUL Case

> W e rrtraar
TIETK arine

80 — 120 50%+ 2025

member institutions CLULUL s grawth

Established instituttonal repositories CUUL Mational Hepository operational,
to Dec 2025

with EIFL grant support pesr-reviewsd CUUL Journal launched

Registered against SDG 4, 5, 9 & 17 — CUUL is a formally recognised development partner,
consistent with UNESCO's view of information access as a public good spanning multiple goals.

A REPLICABLE PRACTICE

Formal SDG-partnership registration gives Uganda's libraries a documented, citable

record — closing a visibility gap IFLA finds common across Sub-Saharan Africa. Other
national library consortia can follow the same path.

2nd HMU International Week for Academic Libraries, 21st-
25th of September



CUUL: Driving Access to

Global Scholarly Knowledge

Consortium of Uganda University Libraries

CUUL facilitates access to a comprehensive
portfolio of multidisciplinary databases, including:

. International American PHY;\I?AESISC()AgETV
W eV Monetary Fund Chemical Society of PHYSICS

CAMBRIDGE OXFORD OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS UNIVERSITY PRF SS‘
PRESS e

SPRINGER = o ~
NATURE aylor & Frar WILEY JSTOR

L
Nature
Publishing

Project MUSE = . = © ©
Group

In partnership with

Researchd4life =2 EIFL AAU:i——_ @G RENU o KLISC

From Access to Impact: Advancing Digital Transformation and Knowledge Equity in
African Academic Institutions
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